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Introduction The Defeat at Kistan (743 B.C.E.)

The ambitious plan of Sarduri to block
access to the Mediterranean could not
be tolerated by the Assyrian rulers.
After Tiglath-pileser Ill took power in
Assyria, a confrontation on a full scale
was inevitable. The coalition was

i Nl " | defeated between Halpi and Kistan.
% f“féﬁm Ve o | sarduriwas forced to retreat beyond
U 8 Y | the Euphrates, losing his position in
Syria. After a three-year siege (742-740
B.C.E.), the city of Arpad was conquered
and Tiglath-pileser created a new
Assyrian province. Never before and
after did the Urartians penetrate so

After the death of Argisti |, his son Sarduri Il inherited a well
organized and expanding empire. It occupied Eastern Anatolia,
Transcaucasia and North-Western Iran. Sarduri’s reign can be
divided into two contrasting phases. In the early stage Sarduri
continued the policy of his father. He conquered and
incorporated new lands into his empire. At that time Urartu
reached unprecedented heights, culminating in the alliance
with Syro-Anatolian states. However, this political move, whose
aim was to block Assyria’s access to the Levant and Central
Anatolia, proved futile and ended with a disaster, after which
Sarduri’s position was shattered. Therefore, his reign is a good O ety s oo e a0
example of the changing wheel of fortune. SRR Bl st e e
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- Hamat§ + deeply into Northern Syria and never
The Initial Successes of Sarduri li Courtracsonin 74366 £ bellowarowy e eAser were they so close to threaten the
political presence of the Assyrians in
Until 743 B.C.E. Sarduri that region with all its far reaching
_ conducted victorious military consequences.

B e e e B e campaigns in all directions. Following the defeat at Kistan, there is not much evidence concerning the fate of the

WELIKUHE St A To the north, he campaigned in Urartian king. Several years later Sarduri appears again in the Assyrian sources.
752 - — VEUTEA |~ — |CUssiveauies the Lake Sevan basin. He also
T subdued the land of Qulha ,Confined in the City Turudpa”
NSNS AN NN A N i — (classical Colchis). In the east his
B — - B E— armies reached the remote land The Assyrian royal annals report that in his 10" regnal year
I, - - S of Puluade. On the south-east (11t pal() Tiglath-pileser Il marched into the heartland of
S — — e B front he invaded the land of Urartu. He defeated Sarduri Il at the gates of the Urartian
o — —te Mana and went far down to the capital Turuspa/TuSpa and devastated the country without

WITERUHE south along the Zagros encountering any resistance. According to the fragmentary
] — - S mountains conquering the land preserved and laconic account, the campaign was partially
| _ S S of Babill (identified with Namri) successful. Although the Assyrians reached the Lake Van
| i RS and the land of Baruata. These basin and besieged the capital, they did not conquer it , and Y

e e et e 7 5. P el s e o 0 Gt A two lands flanked the Great as a result, Sarduri was not captured. On the other hand, Turuspe,
el 2006 A Fuchs 2012 Chorasan Road. the war with Assyria seems to have weakened Urartu and o R

resulted in a deepening internal crisis.

The Confrontation with Assyria and Expansion Towards the West

After 735 B.C.E.

According to the annals, at the beginning of his reign, Sarduri defeated the Assyrian king,
Assur-narari V. This victory gave him a free hand to pursue military operations to the West of
the Euphrates. He subjugated the adjacent land of Melitea (Melid), but his main goal was to
form an anti-Assyrian coalition which would comprise already mentioned Melitea and the
Anatolian land of Gurgum. He also won former Assyrian allies - Kummuhu (Urartian
Qumaha, classical Commagene) and Arpad over to his side. Such a situation may have posed
a serious threat to the Assyrian interests in that area.

The fate of Sarduri after the siege of the capital is unknown. From the Assyrian
intelligence reports (SAA 19, 71 and SAA 19,72) dated to the later years of Tiglath-
pileser’s reign we learn that Rusa/Ursa replaced Sarduri on the Urartian throne. The new
king managed to inflict a heavy defeat on an Assyrian rab sagé in an unspecified area. He
also conducted military operations in Transcaucasia against the ruler of the land Etini.
Was this Rusa Sarduri’s son? We cannot rule it out. The traditional theory assumes that
after 735 B.C.E. Sarduri’s son, Rusa, peacefully took power in Urartu from his father.
However, there are two other possible scenarios:

1. After the reign of Sarduri Il his son and namesake, Sarduri lll, was in power for a short

The Strategic Importance period of time. He is known only from one inscription. He was to be replaced by Rusa .

Of Arpad 738 BC, 701 BC, 679 BC, 677 BC, ARPAD . . . . .
"”3“'“.3/ e et {5708Cas b 8580 8570 2. The defeat in 735 B.C.E. was so disastrous that it resulted in a coup d’état. Sarduri Il
nql 754 BC, 743 BC, 742-7408C) . . .
s ’ was overthrown by an usurper. Rusa, son of a certain Erimena, seized power.
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gateway to the Levant. By controlling e should be treated cautiously.
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